
 
 
 
 

 

  Meeting Notes 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF MONO 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

Regular Meetings: The First, Second,   County Courthouse 
And Third Tuesday of each month REGULAR MEETING Bridgeport, California 93517 

 
July 13, 2004 

 
Tape Numbers  3041 -  *  Thru  *  
Minute Orders M04122-  M04-     
Resolutions R04-47  R04-     
Ordinances ORD04-04  ORD04-    

 
9:08 a.m. 
Tape on at 
9:15 a.m. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

 OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE BOARD on items 
of interest of the public that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  (Speakers 
may be limited in speaking time dependent upon the press of business and number of persons 
wishing to address the Board.) 
 
Jeff Hanson addressed the Board.  Today CLOSED SESSION includes a discussion on 
possible litigation due to an action to take care of a request we have.  Two years after my 
brother and I have gone to lengths to have a minor property adjustment.  I find this to be an 
indication of something bigger.  In two years, I have been unable to take care of a minor 
property line adjustment.  There may be impending litigation is only due to the fact that after 
two years of dealing with this issue, we have been deprived of our property rights during that 
time.   
 
It’s really sad that we are litigating this.  The county didn’t do something properly over 40 
years ago.  We have had building, sewage permits, etc. Now we’re told that our property was 
not subdivide properly.  The intent of my dad was to leave his property of 8 shares.  We want 
to continue this tradition of using this property.  Now we’re being denied this.  I’m not 
threatening you.  My lawyer may have.  Thank you and please don’t feel threatened.  Each one 
of you would probably protect your property.  I am available to speak/listen in CLOSED 
SESSION. 
 
Tim Hanson addressed the Board.  I guess we’re not involved in this CLOSED SESSION.  
Possibly the map in question is illegal.  It’s one month short of two years into the process.  
We’re the third owner from Teddy Roosevelt of this property.  Before 1972, records of survey 
were routinely done.  You could find volumes of records of survey.  The president has already 
been set over 50 years ago.  Whether its right or wrong, this has taken place.  
I’m told, this is how it was done.  The surveyor of Mono County, at that time, was hired by my 
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uncle.  The lawyer drew up the legal descriptions and recorded them all in good faith as 
citizens at that time.  We would like you to do an order CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
for all the parcels on this whole map.  This is an internal line (nothing new). Perhaps you can 
approve an Ordinance to protect people.  There were 11 parcels created and made into 11 
parcels in the 60’s.  I would like a ruling that we’re included from CLOSED SESSION.       
 
 

 DEPARTMENT REPORTS/EMERGING ISSUES  
(PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO FIVE MINUTES EACH) 

 
 BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

 
THE BOARD MAY, IF TIME PERMITS, TAKE BOARD REPORTS AT ANY TIME DURING THE MEETING 
AND NOT AT A SPECIFIC TIME. 
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED BY TIME, ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR EITHER THE 
MORNING OR AFTERNOON SESSIONS WILL BE HEARD ACCORDING TO AVAILABLE 
TIME AND PRESENCE OF INTERESTED PERSONS.  PUBLIC MAY COMMENT ON 
AGENDA ITEMS AT THE TIME THE ITEM IS HEARD. 
 
NO REPORTS 
 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
 

1) 
CAO Report 
and Tracking 
Report re 
Board 
Assignments   
 

CAO Report and Tracking Report re Board Assignments  (David Wilbrecht) 
ACTION:  Receive brief oral report by County Administrative Officer (CAO) regarding his 
activities.  Review and potentially revise Tracking Report of Board assignments.   
 

 CLOSED SESSIONS 
 
Into closed session at 9:20 to 11:15 a.m. 
Regular session at 11:20 a.m. 
 

2) 
Conference 
with Labor 
Negotiators   

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS (MCPE).  Government Code §54957.6.  
Agency designated representatives:  David Wilbrecht, Marshall Rudolph, and Stephanie 
Kentala.  Employee organizations:  Local 39 (MCPE, DPOU), Paramedic Fire and Rescue 
Association, Sheriff’s Officers’ Association (DSA), Sheriff Department Management 
Association, Public Safety Officers Association, Management Council.  Unrepresented 
employees: County Administrator, County Counsel, Deputy County Counsel, Mental Health 
Director, Social Services Director, Health and Human Services Director, Human Resources 
Manager, Health Officer, Psychiatrist, Assistant Public Works Director, Project Manager, 
Assistant District Attorney, District Attorney Chief Investigator, Assistant Treasurer-Tax 
Collector, IT Director, Building Official, Assistant Clerk-Recorder, Probation Officer, and 
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Child Support Director. 
 

3) 
Anticipated 
Litigation 
 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL- ANTICIPATED LITIGATION.  Significant 
exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 54956.9.  Facts 
creating exposure:  Lot line adjustment 02-06 (Hansen).  Threat of litigation made by attorney 
for applicants. 
 

4)  
Anticipated 
Litigation 

 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL- ANTICIPATED LITIGATION.  Initiation of 
litigation pursuant to subdivision (c) of Government Code section 54956.9.  Number of 
potential cases:  One. 
 

5) 
Existing 
Litigation 
 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL- EXISTING LITIGATION.  Government Code 
section 54956.9(a).  United States of America and Walker River Paiute Tribe v. Walker River 
Irrigation District (U.S. Dist. Ct., Nevada District, Case No. C-125). 
 

6) 
Public 
Employment 

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT.  Government Code 54957.  Performance evaluation of County 
Administrator. 
 

7) 
Approval of 
Minutes 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Special Meeting of June 29, 2004 
(Farnetti/Hunt 5-0) 
 
Regular Meeting of July 6, 2004 
(Pipersky/Farnetti 5-0) 
 

 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

8) 
Wheeler Crest 
Design Review 
Committee   

 

Wheeler Crest Design Review Committee   
ACTION:  Appoint Lyn Haber to serve a three-year term through July 31, 2007 and Alison 
Campenelli to serve a two-year term through July 31, 2006 on the Wheeler Crest Design 
Review Committee.   
(Hunt/Farnetti 5-0) 
 

9) 
Doonan 
Family and 
Montgomery 
Creek Ranch 
Agricultural 
Easement   

Doonan Family and Montgomery Creek Ranch Agricultural Easement  (Mary Pipersky) 
ACTION: Approve and authorize a Resolution approving the application for grant funds 
from the California Department of Conservation’s California Farmland conservancy program 
for purchase of the Montgomery Creek Ranch agricultural conservation easement on behalf of 
the Eastern Sierra Land Trust. 
(Hunt/Farnetti 5-0) 
 
 
Tony Taylor appeared before the Board; Dave and Diane Doonan present. It is critically 
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important to start the process with the Doonan’s ranch to preserve agriculture in the tri-valley 
area.  
 

 COUNTY COUNSEL 
 

10) 
Non-exclusive 
power 
franchise to 
Valley Electric 
Association, 
Inc. 
 

Ordinance granting a non-exclusive power franchise to Valley Electric Association, Inc. 
ACTION: Adopt Ordinance to grant a non-exclusive electric franchise to Valley Electric 
Association, Inc. 
(Hunt/Farnetti 5-0) 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
 

11) 
At-Will 
Employment 
Agreement   
R04-47 

At-Will Employment Agreement  (David Wilbrecht, Marshall Rudolph) 
ACTION:  Adopt proposed Resolution 04-47 approving an employment agreement with 
Robert Garret and prescribing the compensation, appointment, and conditions of said 
employment.  Receive oral staff report.  Provide any desired direction to staff. 
(Pipersky/Hunt 5-0) 
 
Marshall addressed the Board.  Bob Garrett, new Human Resource Manager, present.   
 



  MEETING NOTES          PAGE 5 
 

July 13, 2004 
 

12) 
Presentation 
by Brent 
Harrington 

 

Presentation by Brent Harrington, President of the Regional Council of Rural Counties 
(RCRC) 
ACTION: Receive verbal update from Brent Harrington regarding the activities of the RCRC. 
 
Brent Harrington addressed the Board.  One of my goals to get the organization out to the 
counties since Sacramento is isolated from so many areas.  Substantial changes in the last 3-5 
years.  RCRC today represents 30 counties, consisting of 35 staff members and using a 7 
million dollar budget.  A generic description of the organization is outlined in the brochure.  
We have four main functions: 
 

• Legislative advocacy- Work closely with individual lobbyists who tend to focus on the 
broader topics.  Water/Natural Resources (PG& E lands, Sierra Nevada Framework); 

• Housing Program- Came together 11 years ago to rural counties (6.9 billion dollars 
worth of loans in California, Nevada, Texas, and Louisiana) and rental income 

• Delegate or alternate in lieu of the delegate to go to the meetings, scholarship program, 
office at RCRC, “cheerleader” for the EIA Health Insurance Program,  and the Annual 
Conference- Sept. 22. Tap into the administration, wonderful speakers,  

• Regulatory Programs; Mary Pitto addressed the Board.  Environmental Service Joint 
Powers Authority of which 21 counties are members.  AB939 legislation approved 
solid waste regulations and created waste diversion requirements, meets every other 
month to work thru specific rural challenges, and monitors and gauges new legislation 
relative to SB607. Explanation of SB50 “clean-up” regulation. Upcoming regulations:  
(Adopted) Diesel retrofit program for solid waste vehicles, (Informal; not yet adopted) 
diesel retrofit for public fleet vehicles. 

 
Hunt- Is there any way we can be brought in more actively into Sacramento?  Harrington- Yes 
and no.  The building we’re in now, we made a decision was to build a conference room for 
video conferring capabilities.  We wanted to see how CSAC did.  Short-term:  We have no 
immediate plans.  Farnetti asked about two past employees. Evan Nikirk addressed the Board.  
 

 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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13) 
H.R. 4647   

H.R. 4647  (Joseph Saulque) 
ACTION: Informational only; Presentation on H.R. 4647- A bill to provide for certain lands 
to be held in trust for the Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe. 
 
Joseph Saulque addressed the Board. We’ve been after that 240 acres for about 10 years.  
We started it with BLM when they developed their management plans.  Purposes for this are:  
Moving the water tank higher up the mountain (better water pressure), an industrial park, etc.  
 
I am requesting support for this land acquisition and ask that you to convince Senators Boxer 
and Feinstein to support this.  Pipersky- Do you have the ability to offer gaming on this 240 
acres?  Saulque:  Yes, it can be done.  We have 40 acres that we can use on the existing 
reservation.  I ask that you put this back on the agenda for formal support of this bill.  
Marshall addressed the Board.  Gaming is not precluded or economically feasible to do this.  
Hunt- Employment may involve citizens outside the reservation.  What is the economic 
benefit?  There aren’t many economic benefits into this land.  Hunt- Would the tribe be 
interested in creating an MOU?  Yes. 
   

 PUBLIC WORKS 
 

14) 
Pedestrian 
Path Easement 
Dedication/Va
cation- Lots 23 
and 24, The 
Highlands at 
June Lake   
 
R04-48 
M04-122 

Pedestrian Path Easement Dedication/Vacation- Lots 23 and 24, The Highlands at June Lake  
(Evan Nikirk) 
ACTION:  (1) Approve and adopt a Resolution (R04-48) directing the Board Clerk to record 
Continuing Offers of Dedication of an Easement for Pedestrian Path Purposes over Lots 23 
and 24 of Tract 34-24.  The Highlands at June Lake, and summarily vacating a Pedestrian Path 
Easement that has been superseded by relocation over said lots.  (2) Approve and authorize 
Chairman’s signature on Certificates of Consent for recordation of Continuing Offers of 
Dedication from 3 Springs, LLC , and Larry and Gina Thomas for a pedestrian path easement 
through lots 23 and 24, The Highlands at June Lake, as recorded in Tract Map Book 10 at 
Page 64-64B in the Office of the Mono County Recorder. 
(Ronci/Hunt 5-0) 
 
Evan Nikirk addressed the Board.  10-foot easement that has traveled a property.  Once the 
owner went to develop the lot, the gain access to their lot, it would have encroached on their 
lot.  They developed an alternate route.   
 
Lunch recess at 12:00 noon 
Regular session began at 1:07 p.m. 
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1:07 p.m. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE BOARD on items 
of interest of the public that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  (Speakers 
may be limited in speaking time dependent upon the press of business and number of persons 
wishing to address the Board.) 
 
Gordon Bell tv on for the Bridgeport area (2 stations for 4 years and promised 4 years ago).  I 
have phoned Supervisor Cecil’s Office with no response.  It is supposed to get fixed on 
Monday or Tuesday for two years now.  Can you give us any information?   
 
Rita Sherman addressed the Board.  This is a Special District issue.  We had no interested 
members willing to step forward to sit on the Board, so the County took it over at that point.  
We’ve had problems getting people up here to fix the repeater sites.  The equipment is quite 
old.  We’re experiencing electrical problems.  Someone from Reno will be conducting an 
analysis of our systems. 
 
Gordon Bell indicates that the there are many funds in the TV fund.  We have to go back to the 
old service area records.  Where did they get permission to use the translator?  I think people 
in the area should have been notified of this.  Sherman:  This probably happened 20 years ago.  
Cecil:  This is a public comment area of the agenda.  Cecil:  I’m not on the district.  I’m trying 
to handle this situation.   
 
Katy Maloney-Bolomo:  I live in Mono City and there’s a lot of concern of speed problems 
through Mono City relative to small children.  There are small children 5-7 years old, bike 
riding, new mothers at the far end of town pushing strollers, with speeding vehicles.  How do 
we get a sign to mark this residential area?  Do you have any guidance?  Go thru Public Works 
and the Supervisor for your District.  Marshall Rudolph will speak to Public Works as well. 
 

 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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15) 
Grant Lake 
Marina; Water 
Levels 
 
 

Grant Lake Marina; Water Levels  (Vikki Magee-Bauer and Doug Smith) 
ACTION:  Authorize a letter to be written to the State Water Resources Control Board to 
schedule a meet/confer. FURC letter support the requests forest service and sce to make a one-
year modification for construction potential friction, or other appropriate parties regarding 
water levels in Grant Lake.  Drafted by Marshall and brought back before the Board.   
(put item #15 on again.) 
 
Doug Smith addressed the Board.  Thank you for your time.  Dept. of Water and Power’s 
Operation Plan and a document relative to tie it all together was passed to the panel.  I’ve lived 
in June Lake for 35 years. Those present in the audience: Mono Lake Committee, US Forest 
Service, and Mark Hanna with DWP.  We set a goal to restore the Mono Basin stream flows 
and to establish and set Grant Lake flows.  95-2000 we had good winters.  The Management 
Plan never really had to be tested.  I really don’t care and I don’t anyone is to blame here.  
After 8-10 years, we should re-evaluate it.  “If we have another below-normal year and the 
flows are not altered, Grant Lake will pretty-much go away.”  Grant Lake went bankrupt in 
1991.  I’m down 58%.  All I need is a certain level to maintain.  I can’t operate a business with 
a lake level like a yo-yo.  Now, what I need is some help from the Board along with the Forest 
Service, Mono Lake Committee, and DWP to agree that after 3 below-normal years, we’ve not 
come close.   I used to forecast snow and avalanches all over the world.  We now see that these 
formulas need to be changed slightly.  Where I stand with the Board, is that I need all the help 
you can give me.  I need your help to get everyone together and to develop a workable 
scenario. 
 
Ronci:  I think we have to set a meeting and get on it right away.  Smith:  Urgency here is key.  
Can you get the water going now?  Dave Normeier, area manager with Edison.  1997 the 
Rush Creek Plant was licensed.  There’s not a lot of room for us with the regulations.  We’ve 
reduced our flows to minimum as of April 8th.  Grant Lake is going down but we won’t be out 
of compliance for our license.  We will move some water down strictly due to construction and 
it won’t happen again.  I don’t see where Edison can fix the problem based on our current 
license.  We appealed the license to reduce the lake elevation during wet years because of 
flooding.  On dry and normal years, we don’t have that opportunity.   
 
Smith:  Too many things have changed.  Right now, if I weren’t getting the 3-4,000 acre feet 
of water because of this repair, I would have closed.   
 
Mark Hanna, Dept. of Water and Power, addressed by the Board as Water Resources 
Manager for the lake itself, streams, and exports.  We have requirements, base flows, etc.   
 

• The Dept. has NOT mismanaged its facilities 
• #1 reason the Mono Basin is experiencing this now is because of the six year drought 
• A stream temperature monitoring has been requested 
• Request for a letter from the Board  

 
 
Katy Boloma, private citizen addressed the Board.  Grant Lake is terribly low.  This is a 
long-term problem and can affect the rest of the loop.  More water is going out rather than 
going in. 
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 Are we gradually having more go out than in?  I think it can be addressed and that timing 
appears to be one of the problems.   
 
Lisa Cutting, Mono Lake Committee addressed the Board.  While I believe 
communication has increased, we are in our 6th year of low water average.   
 
Pipersky/Farnetti/Hanna: Mono Basin Restoration meeting is every April/November.  I think 
everyone in this room is on the list.  That is one avenue for this “meet and confer.”   I would 
certainly use our influence so Grant Lake can have minimum levels of water.  Everyone has to 
work together to solve this solution.   
 

 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; Economic Development and Special Projects 
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16) 
Aquacultural 
Workshop   

Aquacultural Workshop  (Dan Lyster) 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discussion of long-term aquacultural opportunities on 
Conway Ranch (including Mattly). 
 
Recess at 2:25 p.m. 
Reconvened at 2:33 p.m. 
 
Dan Lyster addressed the Board. This is a carry-over from a special meeting in Mammoth a 
couple of weeks ago.  Mr. Alders and the Fisheries Commission believed a longer-term 
solution for Mattly Ranch is needed.  We are trying to compare an existing non-profit to a 
proposed “for profit” business and the potential for disease transfer.   
 
Farnetti/Rudolph:  Sierra Trout Foundation cancelled their contract with Mono County.  They 
are no longer utilizing the Conway Ranch Facility.  We’re going to have a facility at Conway 
that is going to reopen.  Steve Marti addressed the Board.  Yes, a notice of intent to and 
living up to moral standards.  We thought the best thing to do is to get out of the way.  We will 
be off the ranch as of January 12, 2005.  What do you plan for the future?  We are going to 
stay doing fish but the political situation and the hostility that we’re feeling is not conducive to 
a working relationship.  We feel like we’re an obstacle.  We want to thank the Board and have 
had a great experience out there.  We don’t need to have animosity.   
 
To get a non-profit in the time frame that we’re expecting won’t happen. We could have a for-
profit organization. Rudolph- You could make it as opened-ended as you want.  It’s wide-open 
now.  Tim Alpers addressed the Board.  I think if I were in your position, this is the time 
you need to: 
 

• Canvass your county; an RFP or reasonable fax around the county 
• Somebody (Fisheries Commission, Martin Strelneck, or someone) to establish 

contact with Chambers of Commerce, local jurisdictions, businesses, water districts, 
to find out exactly what your marketplace wants. 

• Water rights and water, in general, surveyed to see exactly what that water can do 
based on density and carrying capacity 

• Aquaculture list from the State of California and put out an RFP  
• Long-term thinking about that piece of land as an asset (gaining value with 

aquaculture, views/education, research, housing) 
• If you want to have free fish from Mono County, we want an “x” number of 

production in the Mono County waters….. you need to blanket this thing out so 
there’s no question about the where you want to go. 

 
Farnetti:  I’m looking toward the Fisheries Commission to gather that information.  We have a 
Fishery Biologist (Dr. Tom Jenkins) about the capacity of each species of trout that can be 
raised there.  We have some time to work this through.  Pipersky:  Thank Mr. Alders for his 
comments.  This goes beyond fisheries and Conway Ranch.   
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 We have to have an idea of what we want the ranch to do.  Avery Gilleland addressed the 
Board.  I do not believe the Fisheries Commission is hostile toward Steve Marti.  We’re 
worried about the number of fish being produced.  I would like to volunteer myself and my 
services to go out into the community to gather this information.  I agree with Tim, due to this 
new situation here today, I think now we have to fall back and really make a plan.  Emile 
Rummel addressed the Board.  It’s critical that Mono County was receiving 1.5 million fish 
per year.  It’s 300,000 fish this year.  If they do the same again next year, it would be critical.  
There are a lot of people who are not satisfied.  Farnetti:  I agree with you but with Conway 
and other waters, we are never going to replace what Fish and Game can provide in Mono 
County.  We need to keep the pressure on Fish and Game.  Speaker unknown:  Commented on 
press release.   
 
Katy Bolomo:  Water on Conway Ranch and negotiations.  We’re coming close to a point 
where a settlement proposal will be addressed by Edison/Forest Service.  The Board will have 
to make some important decisions about how vocal you want to be about the proposal and 
what impacts the various scenarios have on the ranch. Is the Forest Service working as your 
friend?  They are not talking to the public and not making it clear as to what they’re doing 
based on the confidentiality agreement.   
 
Lack of support from the Director of Fish and Game.  Cecil:  We should keep the pressure on.  
Scott Burns addressed the Board.  We want to amend the general plan.  We’ve never 
repealed that.  It was adopted in 1990.  Pipersky:  I don’t feel like we accomplished what we 
should have.  John Pelichowski: Update on Conway. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
Recess at 3:25 p.m. 
Closed session at 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and adjourned. 
 
Adjourn meeting and reconvene in regular session of July 20, 2004, at the hour of 9:00 a.m. in 
the Board Chambers, County Courthouse, Bridgeport, California. 
 

§§§§§ 
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